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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(B) as being anticipated 
by Poggetti (DE 38 30 934 A1 ). 

The level of ordinary skill is readily apparent from the scope and nature of the 
applied reference. 

Poggetti discloses a work tool (figure 1) with an active section having two 
pressure nipping members (see the shears 3, 4, integral with handles 9, 10, 5 and 6 in 
the figure 1- this is the meaning of applicants "pressure nipping members") having a 
pivotal joint spot (see 8 figure 1 ) gripping portions (9 and 10) formed on proximal end 
sides of the pivotal joint spot (see figure 1 ) to be opened and closed for opening and 
closing of the active sections (1 , 2, 3, 4 figure 1 ). Poggetti further discloses that the tool 
has magnets (19, 20 figure 2) provided respectively on the two pressure nipping 
members (5 and 6 are portions thereof seen in figure 2; see figure 1 ) facing each other 
(figure 2) in the vicinity of the pivotal joint (see figure 1 ) on a side of the gripping portion 
(see figure 1 ) so as to be repulsive (see figure 2 which shows both magnets having the 
positive pole out, which means they are repulsive). 
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Regarding claims 2 and 3, Poggetti discloses that the "magnet holder" is rotated 
180 degrees to be in a state of non-repulsion. See column 5 lines 14-20. this must be 
accomplished by rotating one "magnet holder" about its axis (the axis of 36 or 35 for 
clarity) as seen in figure 4. When in this state of non-repulsion the magnets will actually 
be in a state of weak attraction (since the negative and positive sides of the magnets 
will be on the same side, just separated by a greater distance) which will assist in 
locking the blades by the secondary lock members as seen in figure 1 (where 18 holds 
a permanent magnet 26- column 4 line 38- in conjunction with a "pole neutral" element 
27). Additionally, examiner notes that the structure of figure 1 allows for the removal of 
holder 12 and replacement in a reversed configuration by screwing the magnet into the 
outside of the hole 16 (seen in figure 2). 

Regarding claims 5, 6, and 7; the magnets are seen to be detachably attachable, 
in accordance with either figure 2 (screw joint) or figure 4 (which shows a snap on/off 
arrangement for the magnets). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 4 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

There is no reason to provide two magnets of opposite polarity on one of the 
proximal end sides of a tool and a sliding one on the other to select repulsion for 
actuation of the tool, or attraction for locking of the tool. Poggetti suggests (explicitly) 
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using a separate mechanism for locking than for biasing (figures 1 and 4). The sliding 
relationship seen in figure 4 suggests to have the repulsive force moment be adjustable, 
not to selectively engage magnets of differing polarity. There is nothing known to 
examiner or in the record that provides a reason to construct a scissor tool (or work tool) 
having such an arrangement. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Janky (US 5,815,866) shows a tool with reversible magnets used 
to either bias open or closed a pair of cutting elements. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SEAN M. MICHALSKI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6752. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sean M Michalski/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3724 

/Kenneth Peterson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 



